Clifton Presbyterian Church (PCUSA)
Loving God ~ Loving One Another ~ Loving the World

Breath Prayers
INHAILE: Joy of my heart EXHAIL E:1 trust in your welcome

November 16, 2025 23rd Sunday after Pentecost

9:45 Prayer & Care
10:00 AM Worship

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO WORSHIP GOD

An asterisk * indicates that the congregation may stand, as able.
Songs marked GtG are from the Glory to God Hymnal, and are printed with permission.
All other songs are from the Presbyterian Hymnal, which can be found in the pews.

Gathering Song GtG 392  Jesus, We Are Here

Jesus, we are here. Jesus, we are here.
Jesus, we are here, we are here for you.

Savior, we are here... Spirit, we are here...

Time of Prayer and Care



Prelude

*Call to Worship

One: Sometimes we hear the story. Sometimes we tell it.

All: Sometimes we ignore it altogether.

One: Sometimes we're the ones who offer the welcome.
Sometimes we’re the ones who return.

All:  Sometimes we’re somewhere in between.

One: Sometimes we’'re lost. Sometimes we’re found.

All:  Sometimes we’re a little bit of both.

One: But all the time, God is writing the story.

*Presbyterian Hymnal 551 Come, Ye Thankful People, Come

Come, ye thankful people, come;
raise the song of harvest home.
All is safely gathered in,
ere the winter storms begin.
God, our Maker, doth provide
for our wants to be supplied.
Come to God's own temple, come;
raise the song of harvest home.

Prayer of Confession

One: With confidence that God hears our prayers and loves us unconditionally, let us
confess our sins. Let us pray:

All: We are easily lost, O God. We leave your side for a place far away. We have
turned from your compassion, grace, and love, and sought our own desires. Open
our eyes to the ways that we have diminished our own lives and the lives of
others. Strengthen us to return to you, to receive your mercy, and to enter into
your joy. Amen.

Assurance of God’s Grace

One: Hear the good news: God saw you afar off this morning and ran to greet you. The
robe, the ring, the sandals on your feet — that's how much God loves you, delights in
you, gracefully welcomes you home, and invites us to bring God’s extravagant, joyful
love to a weary world — putting grace into action!

All:  Thanks be to God!

Sing Praise GtG 584 Glory, Glory, Glory
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high!
Glory, glory, glory, glory be to God on high!
And on earth peace to all people in whom God is well pleased.
And on earth peace to all people in whom God is well pleased.



The Peace of Christ

One: Let us share signs of this peace in the name of the One we follow. The peace of
Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.

Those in the sanctuary are invited to greet those around you.
Those on goom are invited to offer greetings in the chat.

Cornerstone for Kids

Elder Nikki Lehmann will lead the children (preschool — kindergarten, ages 3 — 6 years) through a spiritual
Journey of learning by listening, reading, and discussing bible stories as well as creating fun, hands-on crafts! The
children will be exccused from the worship service. Children are also always welcome to remain in worship.

Offering our Gifts to God

For those who would like to make a physical offering, the offering plates are available in the middle of the sanctuary.
Donations can also be made online. www.cliftonpe.org

One: God could have stopped after saying, “Welcome home” — but God didn’t stop there. Tables
of food, a robe, a ring, music, celebration, and delight. As God’s beloved, we could stop at
“sharing enough.” We could think about groceries for ourselves, healthcare for ourselves, college
for our children, car payments for our cars, that new pair of shoes for our feet. Or — we could get
carried away. We could give extravagantly. We could think about what is needed not only for
ourselves but also for our neighbors. We could open our hearts with generosity until everyone
hungry is fed, everyone who needs a house has shelter, and everyone who ever needed to be
loved back to life had a party thrown in her honor — for what was dead and is alive again, and
what was lost is now found! Let us pray.

All: Take our offering, God. Add it to that welcome, to that feast, and robe, and
ring that you offer the least and the lost. Add it to your party fund, and then make us
the party planners, the door openers, the cupcake makers, the decorating
committee, the potluck organizers, the people of God who make everyone feel
wanted and welcomed and loved back to life. Do all this and more in Jesus’ name,
Amen.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination PH 339 Be Thou My Vision v.2

Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true Word;
| ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;
thou my soul’s shelter, and thou my high tower;
raise thou me heavenward, O Power of my power.



First Reading Psalm 100 (NRSVUE)

1 Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth.
2 Serve the LORD with gladness;

come into his presence with singing.
3 Know that the LORD is God.

It is he who made us, and we are his;

we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving

and his courts with praise.

Give thanks to him; bless his name.
5 For the LORD is good;

his steadfast love endures forever

and his faithfulness to all generations.

One: God be in our listening, God be in our understanding.
All:  Amen.

Anthem

Second Reading Luke 15:11-32 (NRSVUE)

1 Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the wealth that will belong to me.’ So he divided his assets
between them. 13 A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant
region, and there he squandered his wealth in dissolute living. * When he had spent everything,
a severe famine took place throughout that region, and he began to be in need. ' So he went
and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that region, who sent him to his fields to feed the
pigs. '¢ He would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, and no
one gave him anything. 17 But when he came to his senses he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here | am dying of hunger! '8 | will get up and
go to my father, and | will say to him, “Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; ° |
am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ' 20 So he set
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with
compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 2! Then the son said to him,
‘Father, | have sinned against heaven and before you; | am no longer worthy to be called your
son. 22 But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on
him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and celebrate, 24 for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found! And they began to celebrate.

25 “Now his elder son was in the field, and as he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. 26 He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27 He replied,
‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has got him back
safe and sound.” 2 Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began
to plead with him. 2° But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years | have been working
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like a slave for you, and | have never disobeyed your command, yet you have never given me
even a young goat so that | might celebrate with my friends. 3° But when this son of yours came
back, who has devoured your assets with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!" 3! Then
the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32 But we had
to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.””

One: For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us,
for the Word of God within us,
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon Grace in Action: A Welcome In Diane Walton Hendricks

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD AND ARE SENT TO THE WORLD

*Presbyterian Hymnal 429 Come Sing, O Church, In Joy! v 7, 3, 4
Come sing, O church, in joy!
Come join, O church, in song!
For Christ the Lord has led us
through the ages long!

(Refrain) In bold accord,
come celebrate the journey now
and praise the Lord!

Let courage be our friend;
let wisdom be our guide,

as we in mission magnify
the Crucified! (Refrain)

Come sing, O church, in joy!
Come join, O church, in song!
For Christ the Lord has triumphed o'er
the ages long! (Refrain)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.



Minute for Ministries

Sharing Our Stories: Jim Wrightson
Ringing of the Bell
Charge and Benediction

Benediction Response GtG 740 Lead Me, Guide Me

Lead me, guide me, along the way, for if you lead me, | cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

| am weak and | need your strength and power
to help me over my weakest hour.
Help me through the darkness your face to see.
Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Lead me, guide me, along the way, for if you lead me, | cannot stray.
Lord, let me walk each day with thee. Lead me, O Lord, lead me.

Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.
We can be reached at office@cliftonpe.org

Liturgy is from The lona Abbey Worshipbook.
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from One License #A- 721138 and CCLI License 20618208.

Thanks to those leading us in worship
Hosts: Lynne & Rich Coyle

Liturgist: Joyce Rarumangkay

Deacon Prayer Note Taker: Mark Lorey
Technical Team: Stu Cranston
Sanctuary Flowers: Sara Caparelli
Nursery Volunteer: Nikki Lehman
Mission Elder: Kimberly Davis

CPC STAFF
Rev. Dr. Diane Walton Hendricks, Pastor
John Kim, Music Director | Hannah Harris, L.ead Vocalist
Debbie Kilpatrick, Office Administrator | Kate Trussell, Preschool Director
Javier Linarte, Facility Manager | Rev. Dr. Lynn Stanton-Hoyle, Pastor Emerita

Clifton Presbyterian Church is a welcoming Christian community driven by compassion,
generosity, resilience, and service to others.



