Clifton Presbyterian Church is a welcoming Christian Community driven by
compassion, generosity, resilience and service to others.

Breath Prayer:
INHAILE: Along the path to you EXHAIE: we journey together.

Trail on lona

December 7, 2025 2nd Sunday of Advent
9:45 AM Prayer and Care
10:00 AM Worship

WE GATHER TOGETHER TO WORSHIP GOD
Words in BOLD indicate the congregation reading together. Words of the worship leader are in
PLAIN #ype. An asterisk * indicates that the congregation may stand, as you wish.

Gathering Song GtG 92 While We Are Waiting, Come
While we are waiting, come; while we are waiting, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

With grace and justice, come; with grace and justice, come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

Come, Savior, quickly come; come Savior, quickly come.
Jesus, our Lord, Emmanuel, while we are waiting, come.

Time of Prayer and Care



Prelude

*Lighting of the Advent Candle of Peace
One: We gather together in this place:
All: prophets and dreamers, singers and poets,
One: we who dare to imagine a world renewed;
All:  we who dare to dream God’s dream.
One: We light this candle in peace,
the peace that is promised through the coming of our savior Jesus.
All: Let us walk in the light of the Lord!

*Presbyterian Hymnal 2 Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, thou long-expected Jesus,
born to set thy people free;
from our fears and sins release us;
let us find our rest in thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation,
hope of all the earth thou art;
dear desire of every nation,
joy of every longing heart.

Prayer of Confession

One: As followers of Jesus, we trust in the dream of God’s coming new day, but we are
truthful about the reality of our world and our lives. Let us be humble and bold in
confessing the truth of the brokenness in our hearts, our actions, and our systems.

All: God of hope, we confess that we too often seek salvation from that which will
not save us. We cling to our own comfort, rather than being generous with our
gifts and privilege. We are complicit in systems that benefit us, rather than
challenging the exploitation of neighbors and creation. We act from fear rather
than faith. Transform our hearts with your mercy. Forgive us and renew us. Make
us restless for justice. Teach us again to be people of courage and hope. We pray
in the name of Jesus, Amen.

Assurance of Grace

One: Heaven and earth may pass away, but God’s faithfulness is sure. Family of faith,
you are forgiven and forever claimed as beloved of God, through the saving love of
Jesus Christ.

All:  Thanks be to God!

Sing Glory Presbyterian Hymnal 23 Angels We Have Heard on High
Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Gloria in excelsis Deo!



The Peace of Christ

One: Where two or three of us are gathered, the prophetic Spirit is among us, inspiring
our imagination and creating peace in our midst. Greet your fellow travelers now with the
peace of Christ, and let these small doses of reconciliation ripple out into a world in need
of transformation. The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

All: And also with you.

Those in the sanctuary are invited to greet those around yon.
Those on zoom are invited to offer greetings in the chat.

Offering our Gifts and Prayer of Dedication

For those who would like to make a physical offering, the offering plates are available in the middle of the
sanctuary. Donations can also be made online. www.cliftonpe.org

One: We are invited to bear God'’s love to one another in our living, in our giving, in
our forgiving. May we freely share what has been given to us in Jesus Christ. Let us
pray.

All: Holy God, we bring our gifts and offerings to you because the voices of
the prophets remind us of something bigger, something greater than any
system this world offers us. We believe when we trust you with our resources,
the kingdom of God comes much closer to reality on earth. Help us steward
these gifts to create abundant life and love. Amen.

WE HEAR THE WORD OF GOD

Prayer for Illumination
Presbyterian Hymnal #9 O Come, O Come Emmanuel v. 1
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.

First Reading Matthew 3:1-7 (NRSVUE)
'In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:

‘Prepare the way of the Lord;

make his paths straight.” ”

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. ® Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, € and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
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said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8
Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, ® and do not presume to say to yourselves,
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for | tell you, God is able from these stones to raise
up children to Abraham. '® Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore
every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

1 “| baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

One: God be in our listening, God be in our understanding.

All:  Amen.

Second Reading Isaiah 2:1-5 (NRSVUE)
"The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2|n days to come, the mountain of the Lord’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3 Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
4He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
>0 house of Jacob, come,
let us walk in the light of the Lord!

One: For the Word of God in scripture, for the Word of God among us,

for the Word of God within us,
All: Thanks be to God.

Sermon  The Will to Dream: A Series for Advent Diane Walton Hendricks
A Journey of Imagination

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD

Communion Anthem



Welcome of New Members
Today we welcome Brad and Tanie Boeddeker with children Jay and Isaac, Mary Ellen Koelz, Brian

and Lauren Cress as members of Clifton Presbyterian Church. We rejoice that they join us as together
we seek to follow Christ.

Profession of Faith

Trusting in the gracious mercy of God, do you turn from the ways of sin and
renounce evil and its power in the world? | do.

Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior, trusting in his
grace and love? | do.

Will you be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his Word and showing his love? | will,
with God’s help.

Will you devote yourself to the church’s teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayer (Acts 2:42)? | will, with God’s help.

*Apostle’s Creed

| believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in
Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven; he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Invitation to the Lord’s Table

Great Thanksgiving, Prayers of the People, and the Lord’s Prayer

One: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

One: Lift up your hearts.

All:  We lift them up to the Lord.

One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All: It is right to give God thanks and praise.

One: Loving God... As our Savior taught us, we are bold to pray,

All:  Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kihngdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread and Communion of the People



Communion Hymn Presbyterian Hymnal #44 O Little Town of Bethlehem
1 O little town of Bethlehem,
how still we see thee lie!
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by.
Yet in thy dark streets shineth
the everlasting light;
the hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

2 For Christ is born of Mary
and, gathered all above,
while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wondering love.
O morning stars, together
proclaim the holy birth,
and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all on earth.

3 How silently, how silently,
the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
the blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
but in this world of sin,
where meek souls will receive him, still
the dear Christ enters in.

4 O holy child of Bethlehem,
descend to us, we pray;
cast out our sin and enter in;
be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us; abide with us,
our Lord Emmanuel!
Prayer After Communion

WE ARE SENT TO THE WORLD

Celebrating Ministries

Ringing of the Bell, Charge, and Benediction



Benediction Response Presbyterian Hymnal #12  People, Look East
People, look east. The time is near of the crowning of the year.
Set every peak and valley humming with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the Lord, is on the way.

Thantk you for joining us for worship this morning. We can be reached at office@cliftonpe.org

Most prayers and liturgy adapted from The Will to Dream resource of illustratedministry.org
Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from
One License #A- 721138 and CCLI License 20618208.

Thanks to those leading us in worship

Hosts: Rich and Lynne Coyle

Deacon Note Taker: Sara Caparelli

Liturgist: Maureen Landry

Technical Team: Steve Landry

Advent Candle Lighting: The Boeddeker Family

Sanctuary Flowers: Rachel Cooke and family in honor of her late father, Aaron Larkin
Mission Elder: Kimberly Davis
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