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2020
RuthvArwvy Story

at the eawrly service!

with  Parkinsonws  and

while early inv the disease,
he did have challenges.
tarly on, Triciav Hedrick
coume all the wavy to-Reston
Hospital to- see Bob; v visit
that showed ws what this
chuwwrchy wasy alll about.
Through our journey withv
Parkinsows — wntil  his
deathv inv 2016 we were
supported withv  prayers
and love from so- mawny

I joined the chuwch ivv June 2020. Pastor Jert
called to- confurmv that the chwuwch directory
was correct and that I was not currently a
member, and inwited me to- the new member
class. I joined the class of eight withvothers who
had also-been regulow attendees at Clifto.

| My husband Bob- and I had attended Clifton
| over tenyears. When we were looking for o new
| chuurch, we visited Cliftorw inv the suwmmer and

found o warm welcome there. Bob-was used to

a small chuwwrchv aond I had never attended a
small chuwch. But we bothv were drawn to- the
focus on missions and giving back to- the
community. Pastor Lynw and Pastor Jerw made
us want to-attend o av regudowr basis, - just not

people here including the Grief Support Group led by Nancy Scott.




I hawe enjoyed pauwticipating in Womew's Bible Study going back to-the days
of Kate Canady and now with Fraoncine Maestri, helping decorate the chuuch
for Chwistmas withv Peggy Cravston, OWLS withv Bette's great lunch and the
local mission activities including WFCM and the Lamlb- Center. It iy av real
comfort to- know that whew something happens and I need prayers, I can
always call someone at Clifton. I treasure the friends I hove gotten to- know
here.

2020 has been av very different yeaw inv so- mownvy
ways. But at Cliftow Presbyterion Chuuwch we
leavned that yow dowt howve to be inv a
building to-be o chuuwrchv - that the chuuwrchv is the
people. Zoowv brings us together inv so- many
ways. My life sometimes seems to- revolve
around Zoow these days and I really look
forwawd to- being together inv persov agaivn at
churchv ands inv alll of my life. Ay we move inv
that divection, I amv grateful that we hawve Pastor Diane to- help us ov this
Jjowrney. Meeting her onthe porch was special and we look forward to-moving

Mawrciwy Story

CPC wavwspeoml/plawfor me ever since I first entered it invthe Spring
of 1997. I admired the beauty of
the chuwwrch, was intrigued by ity
history, and I loved ity

| pictuwresque setting onthe hil in
Cliftonv. I awrived to- apply for a
teaching  positionv at  the
preschool, which fortunately I

W was  offered g

| and happily EEEES

accepted. A
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later I avoce/pted/ﬂ'wpoﬁm oonLuoatéomaL Director of &M

the preschool. I continued teaching asy well as working Py

alongside Gretchenw Reawmy as co-dirvector of the preschool. A

Inall the yeary I taught at the preschool I gradually was
introduced to-many chuwrch members. I came to- know




themv as they served on the Preschool committee, and I met
several volunteery as they were inv and out of the chuwuch
Monday throughv Friday. I was impressed as I sow so- many
peoble volunteering inv many capacities. They were cooking for

decovating for Chwistmas, performing all the routine

helping out in the office. Othersy showed up every Tuesday
morning for Bible study or once o montiv for the OWLS

I saw backpacks pied up by the door, the Angel
Tree set up every Chwistimas, and boxes of food for
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Thanksgiving onds Christmas being delivered to- fomilies in
need.

I was drown more and move to-CPC and begawn attending the
Sunday service. I was alwoys welcomed so-wowrmly and made to

feel comfortable at bible study or any event I
pavticipated in. I found the sanctuoary to-be so-
peaceful and the music inspiring.

Ay I becaume move ivwolved I leawrned about the
commumnity of faithful people who-proy for each
other intimes of ness or sovrow, who-celebrate
together v joy, and who awre alwayy there to-
give o hand whewn help is needed. '

I was so- draww to-this community of people worshiping together and serving
together that I wanted to- make my long association withe CPC official and I
became o member this year. My strong faitiv which beganw as av child growing
up inthe Catholic Chuwrch has been enhanced by the people and community

of CPC and I o grateful to-be included as o member.
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